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1
THROTTLE BODY WITH BLADE AND
SHAFT INJECTION MOLDED WITHIN THE
BODY

BACKGROUND

1. Field

The invention relates to throttle body assemblies for inter-
nal combustion engines, and in particular, the injection mold-
ing of a shaft and blade component in situ within the throttle
body housing.

2. Background Art

A throttle is the mechanism that constricts or obstructs the
flow of a fluid. An engine’s power may be increased or
decreased by the restriction of inlet gases by the use of a
throttle. In a fuel-injected engine, the throttle is typically
placed on the entrance of the intake manifold, or housed in a
throttle body. In a carbureted engine, it is found in the carbu-
retor.

A fuel-injected engine’s throttle is typically a butterfly
valve located within the interior passage of a throttle body
assembly. When the blade of the butterfly valve is wide open
(in-line with fluid flow), the engine may run at full power.
When the blade of the butterfly valve is partially closed (at an
angle to the fluid flow), the engine’s power is decreased.

Butterfly valves within throttle body assemblies may be
controlled by an operator using a pedal or lever with a direct
mechanical linkage, or with an Engine Control Unit (ECU).
ECUs receive information from sensors (or the operator),
process the information, and in turn control the position of the
butterfly valve. Often the position of the butterfly valve, as
controlled by an ECU, is based on the desired engine outputs
as programmed into the ECU. The ECU sends a signal to
rotate the blade of the butterfly valve inside the throttle body,
opening the throttle passage to allow more air into the intake
manifold increasing the engine’s power.

Examples of throttle body assemblies and ECUs used with
internal combustion engines may be found in U.S. Pat. Nos.
6,804,997 and 6,955,081 to Schwulst, and U.S. Pat. No.
7,225,793 to Schwulst et al., all of which are hereby incorpo-
rated by reference in their entirety.

Traditionally throttle body assemblies have been made of
metal with a multi-component pin and blade sub-assembly
assembled into the interior passage of the throttle body hous-
ing. Some improvements to this traditional design have
included injection molded throttle body housings with blades
injection molded in the throttle body housing around, or
connected to, an inserted pin (or pins) to support and rotate the
blade. These throttle body assemblies require additional com-
plexity of bushings and seals to manage the support of the
pin(s) and allow rotation of the blade.

The following references were considered in conjunction
with preparing this application: U.S. Pat. No. 7,846,364 to
Arai etal., U.S. Pat. No. 7,790,083 to Lorenz et al., U.S. Pat.
No. 7,328,507 to Arai etal., U.S. Pat. No. 7,107,679 to Arai et
al., U.S. Pat. No. 7,107,678 to Arai et al., U.S. Pat. No.
7,089,663 to Araiet al., U.S. Pat. No. 7,069,902 to Arai et al.,
U.S. Pat. No. 5,421,718 to Karlsson et al., U.S. Pat. No.
5,304,336 to Karlsson et al., and U.S. P.G. Pub. No. 2010/
0090148 to Deiss et al.

SUMMARY

A throttle body assembly, and respective method of manu-
facturing such, is disclosed having a shaft and blade compo-
nent that is injection molded in situ within a throttle body
housing to mechanically entrap the shaft and blade compo-
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nent within the throttle body housing yet still allowing for the
shaft and blade component to at least partially rotate within
the throttle body housing.

In the main embodiment, the throttle body housing defines
an interior passage with a longitudinal axis, a shaft through-
hole passing through the throttle body housing on a transverse
axis generally perpendicular to the longitudinal axis, and a
shaft socket opposite the shaft through-hole aligned along the
transverse axis. The shaft and blade component is a single
unitary piece injection molded in situ within the throttle body
housing, such that the shaft and blade component has a piv-
otable axis generally coaxial with the transverse axis.

The shaft and blade component has a blade section dis-
posed within the interior passage, a first shaft section extend-
ing from the blade section along the pivotable axis at least
partially disposed within the shaft socket, and a second shaft
section extending from the blade section along the pivotable
axis opposite the first shaft section at least partially disposed
within the shaft through-hole. The shaft and blade component
is injection molded in situ within the throttle body housing to
mechanically entrap the shaft and blade component within
the throttle body housing, while still allowing the shaft and
blade component to rotate.

In some embodiments, the shaft socket may be a blind hole
extending from the interior surface into the throttle body
housing without breaking through to the outer surface. In
other embodiments, the shaft socket may be a hole extending
from the interior surface through to the exterior surface. In the
case of the shaft socket extending through to the outer surface,
the throttle body assembly may further comprise a socket
plug inserted into the shaft socket to provide the bottom of a
blind hole, or the first shaft may just extend past the outer
surface of the throttle body housing.

In some embodiments, the first shaft section has an outer
surface profile, the shaft socket has an inner surface profile,
and the inner surface profile of the shaft socket is larger than
the outer surface profile of the first shaft section providing for
a clearance. As well, the second shaft section has a substan-
tially constant outer diameter extending along the length of
the second shaft section, the shaft through-hole has a substan-
tially constant inner diameter extending along the length of
the shaft through-hole, and the shaft through-hole inner diam-
eter is larger than the second shaft outer diameter providing
for a similar clearance. These clearances allow for the inte-
grated shaft and blade component to at least partially rotate
about the pivotable axis.

The interior surface has generally circular cross-section
along the transverse axis between the shaft socket and the
shaft through-hole with an interior diameter. The blade sec-
tion is generally ovate shaped with a small diameter along the
pivotable axis, and a large diameter perpendicular to the small
diameter. The small diameter of the blade section is substan-
tially equal to or smaller than the interior diameter of the
circular cross-section, allowing the blade section to rotate
within the interior passage. The large diameter of the blade
section is substantially equal to or larger than the interior
diameter of the circular cross-section, allowing for a line-to-
line match or contact with the interior surface. In the preferred
embodiment, the large diameter is such that when the blade
section is rotated to contact the interior surface, the blade
section is offset 5°-10° from the plane defined through the
circular cross-section.

The integrated shaft and blade component further comprise
an actuation tab connected to the second shaft section oppo-
site of the blade section and extending way from the second
shaft section in a generally perpendicular direction to the
pivotable axis.
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In yet another embodiment, an electronic actuator may be
connected to the actuation tab. The electronic actuator is
capable of moving the actuation tab and rotating the inte-
grated shaft and blade component along the pivotable axis.

In some embodiments, the throttle body housing defines a
pressure passage passing through the throttle body housing
from the interior surface to the exterior surface, and the
throttle body assembly further comprises an electronic
throttle controller (ETC) attached to the throttle body housing
having a pressure sensor in fluid communication with the
interior passage through the pressure passage. In the preferred
embodiment, the ETC reads the pressure in the interior pas-
sage with the pressure sensor, processes the readings, and
sends a signal to the electronic actuator to rotate the shaft and
blade component to open or close the interior passage accord-
ingly.

In yet other embodiments, the throttle body housing is
made from a first polymer, the integrated shaft and pin com-
ponent is made from a second polymer, and the first and
second polymers do not readily adhere to one another. It
should be noted, however, that some initial sticking of the two
polymers may occur, and this initial sticking may be broken
when the shaft and blade component is partially rotated the
first time.

In still another embodiment, the throttle body housing is
made from a first polymer, the integrated shaft and pin com-
ponent is made from a second polymer, and the second poly-
mer has a lower melting temperature than the first polymer.

And still in yet another embodiment, the throttle body
housing is made from a first polymer, the integrated shaft and
pin component is made from a second polymer, and the sec-
ond polymer shrink rate during cooling is substantially equal
to or greater than the first polymer. The greater shrinkage rate
of the second polymer allows the second polymer to keep up
with or pull away from the first polymer when both are cool-
ing.

In another embodiment, a method of manufacturing a
throttle body assembly with a unitary shaft and blade com-
ponent injection molded in situ within a throttle body housing
to mechanically entrap the shaft and blade component within
the throttle body housing is disclosed.

The first step in the method comprises injection molding
the throttle body housing in a first mold, to define the geom-
etry of the throttle body housing of at least one embodiment of
the throttle body assembly as described above.

The second step in the method comprises removing at least
a portion of the first mold.

The third step in the method comprises injection molding
the unitary shaft and blade component in a second mold,
wherein a portion of the second mold comprises the interior
surface, shaft socket, and shaft through-hole of the throttle
body housing. This step produces the unitary shaft and blade
component with a geometry consisting of that as described
above.

The fourth step in the method comprises cooling the uni-
tary shaft and blade component to cool and shrink away from
the throttle body housing to mechanically entrap the shaft and
blade component within the throttle body housing while
allowing the shaft and blade component to at least partially
rotate.

In another embodiment of the method, during the step of
injection molding the throttle body housing in the first mold,
a first plastic is used, and during the step of injection molding
the unitary shaft and blade component in the second mold, a
second plastic is used. The two different plastics are such that
the second plastic does not readily adhere to the first plastic
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reducing adhesion of the unitary shaft and blade component
to the throttle body housing first plastic by being dissimilar
materials.

In yet another embodiment of the method, the step of
adding a releasing agent into the second mold before the step
of'injection molding the unitary shaft and blade component in
the second mold is performed. The releasing agent further
reduces adhesion of the unitary shaft and blade component to
the throttle body housing. The releasing agent may also allow,
however, for an initial sticking which may be mechanically
cracked during the first rotation of the shaft and blade com-
ponent.

In still another embodiment of the method, during the step
of'injection molding the throttle body housing, the first mold
defines a geometry of the shaft socket to have a tapered wall
that tapers inward as the tapered wall extends away from the
interior surface. Then during the step of injection molding the
unitary shaft and blade component in the second mold, the
tapered wall of the shaft socket will define a tapered end
segment of the first shaft section. This tapering is done such
that during the step of cooling the unitary shaft and blade
component to cool and shrink away from the throttle body
housing, the first shaft section shrinks away from the shaft
socket in both a longitudinal and transverse direction provid-
ing additional clearance to aid in the ability of the unitary
shaft and blade component to at least partially rotate within
the throttle body.

In still yet another embodiment of the method, during the
step of injection molding the unitary shaft and blade compo-
nent in the second mold, the second mold defines the geom-
etry of the blade section to have an ovate shape with an initial
large diameter. This initial large diameter cools and shrinks to
a final large diameter during the step of cooling the unitary
shaft and blade component to cool and shrink away from the
throttle body housing. The final large diameter is still such
that when the portion of the blade section on the final large
diameter contacts the interior surface, the blade section has a
5° to 10° angle to the substantially circular cross-section
transverse to the longitudinal axis.

In a further embodiment of the method, during the step of
injection molding the unitary shaft and blade component in
the second mold, the second mold defines the geometry of an
actuating tab located on the end of the unitary shaft and blade
component attached to the second shaft section. The actuating
tab is disposed outside of the throttle body housing and is
capable of being connected to an electronic actuator to actu-
ate the tab and in turn rotate the unitary shaft and blade
component, allowing the blade to be modulated in the interior
passage and modulate the flow through the interior passage.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Embodiments of the present invention described herein are
recited with particularity in the appended claims. However,
other features will become more apparent, and the embodi-
ments may be best understood by referring to the following
detailed description in conjunction with the accompanying
drawings, in which:

FIG. 11is aperspective view of a throttle body housing with
a unitary shaft and blade component entrapped within;

FIG. 2 is an end view of the throttle body housing with the
unitary shaft and blade component entrapped within;

FIG. 3 is a cross-section view taken along line 3-3 in FIG.
2;

FIG. 4 is a magnified view of a portion of FIG. 3 within
circle 4 showing a shaft socket and a portion of the shaft and
blade component;
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FIG. 5 is an alternate embodiment of FIG. 4 showing a
shaft socket extending from the interior surface to the exterior
surface of the throttle body housing with a plug partially
inserted into the shaft socket;

FIG. 6 is a side view of the throttle body housing and an
electronic actuator showing rotation of the unitary shaft and
blade component;

FIG. 7 is a cross-section view taken along line 7-7 in FIG.
2;

FIG. 8 is a top view of the unitary shaft and blade compo-
nent;

FIG. 9 is a side view of the unitary shaft and blade com-
ponent;

FIG. 10 is a cross-sectional view of a throttle body assem-
bly showing a electronic throttle controller connected to the
throttle body housing;

FIG. 11 is a partial cross-sectional view of an alternate
embodiment of the shaft through-hole having a tube insert
disposed between the shaft through-hole and the shaft and
blade component;

FIG. 12 is a partial cross-sectional view of an alternate
embodiment of a shaft socket having a tube insert disposed
between the shaft socket and the shaft and blade component;
and

FIG. 13 is a block flow diagram of a method of manufac-
turing the throttle body housing with the blade and shaft
injected molded in situ within the body.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
EMBODIMENTS

Asrequired, detailed embodiments of the present invention
are disclosed herein; however, it is to be understood that the
disclosed embodiments are merely examples and that the
invention may be embodied in various and alternative forms.
The figures are not necessarily to scale; some features may be
exaggerated or minimized to show details of particular com-
ponents. Therefore, specific structural and functional details
disclosed herein are not to be interpreted as limiting, but
merely as a representative basis for teaching one skilled in the
art to variously employ the present invention.

Regarding FIGS. 1 and 2, a throttle body housing 20 is
shown having a shaft and blade component 22 entrapped
within. The throttle body housing 20 may be included as part
of an air intake system of an internal combustion engine (not
shown). The throttle body housing 20 defines a first attach-
ment region 24, which may be attached to an air filter box (not
shown), and a second attachment region 26, which may be
attached to the intake manifold (not shown) of the air intake
system. Both attachment regions are shown here with attach-
ment holes 28, which allow attachment hardware, such as
nuts and bolts (not shown), to pass through the attachment
holes 28 and attach the throttle body housing 20 to other
components within the air intake system, although any form
of attachment known to those of skill in the art could be used.

In the preferred embodiment, the throttle body housing 20
is a single unitary piece that is injection molded having an
exterior surface 30 and a generally annular interior surface 32
defining an interior passage 34. The throttle body housing 20
shown here defines a pressure passage 36 passing through the
throttle body housing 20 from the exterior surface 30 to the
interior surface 32 (see also FIG. 10). As well the throttle
body housing 20 as shown here defines an integrally formed
injector pocket 38 (see also F1G. 7) capable of receiving a fuel
injector (not shown).

Regarding FIG. 3 a cross-section view taken along line 3-3
in FIG. 2 is shown. In this view, the throttle body housing 20
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is shown with a generally annular wall 39 disposed between
the exterior surface 30 and the interior surface 32. A shaft
socket 40 is shown disposed along the interior surface 32, and
a shaft through-hole 42 disposed along the interior surface 32
opposite the shaft socket 40. A longitudinal axis 44 is shown
running down the center of the generally annular interior
surface 32, and the shaft socket 40 and shaft through-hole 42
are aligned on a transverse axis 46 which is generally perpen-
dicular to the longitudinal axis 44. The shaft through-hole 42
is a radial aperture 47 extending through the wall 39.

The shaft and blade component 22 is a single unitary piece
injection molded in situ within the throttle body housing 20 to
mechanically entrap the shaft and blade component 22 within
the throttle body housing 20, yet designed as such that the
shaft and blade component 22 is still capable of partial rota-
tion. The shaft and blade component 22 has a first shaft
section 48 partially disposed in the shaft socket 40, a second
shaft section 50 partially disposed in the shaft through-hole,
and a blade section 52 disposed between the first and second
shaft sections 48,50 and within the interior passage 34. The
shaft and blade component 22 has a pivotable axis 54 gener-
ally coaxial, or parallel, with the transverse axis 46. The first
and second shaft sections 48,50 extend from the blade section
52 opposite each other generally along the pivotable axis 54.

The first shaft section 48 is designed to have an outer
surface profile 56, and the shaft socket 40 is designed to have
an inner surface profile 58, such that the inner surface profile
58 of the shaft socket 40 is larger than the outer surface profile
56 of the first shaft section 48 providing a clearance between
the two surfaces and allowing for the shaft and blade compo-
nent 22 to at least partially rotate about the pivotable axis 54.
Similarly, the second shaft section 50 is designed to have a
substantially constant outer diameter extending along the
length of the second shaft section 60, and the shaft through-
hole 42 is designed to have a substantially constant inner
diameter extending along the length of the shaft through-hole
62, such that the shaft through-hole inner diameter 62 is larger
than the second shaft outer diameter 60 providing a clearance
between the two surfaces and allowing for the shaft and blade
component 22 to at least partially rotate about the pivotable
axis 54.

Regarding FIG. 4 a magnified view of a portion of FIG. 3
within circle 4 is shown such that the shaft socket 40, as
defined by the throttle body housing 20, is a blind hole. A
blind hole is a hole with a bottom surface 64, meaning that the
shaft socket 40 does not extend from the interior surface 32 to
the exterior surface 30. In the preferred embodiment, the shaft
socket 40 is defined by a side wall 66, a bottom surface 64, and
a tapered wall 68 disposed between the side wall 66 and the
bottom surface 64, tapering radially inward as the tapered
wall 68 extends from the side wall 66 to the bottom surface 64.
This tapered configuration acts as some of the boundary con-
ditions for the first shaft section 50 as it is injection molded
into the throttle body housing 20.

Due to the boundary conditions of the shaft socket 40 as
shown in this figure, the first shaft section has a generally
horizontal tubular segment 70 extending from the blade sec-
tion 52, a tapered segment 72 extending from the generally
horizontal tubular segment 70 tapering radially inward as it
extends away from the horizontal tubular segment 70, and
ends with a generally vertical surface 74. The descriptive
terms of horizontal and vertical are from the perspective as
shown in the figure and do not represent vehicle location
when the throttle body assembly is installed in use. This
tapered design of the first shaft section 48 allows for greater
control of the pull away of the first shaft section 48 from the
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shaft socket 40 in both the vertical and horizontal directions
as the first shaft section 48 is cooling and shrinking.

FIG. 5 shows an alternate embodiment of FIG. 4 with the
shaft socket 40 extending from the interior surface 32 through
to the exterior surface 30 of the throttle body housing 20. In
this alternate embodiment, a socket plug 76 is partially
inserted into the shaft socket 40 providing the vertical surface
74. In this figure, the walls of the shaft socket 40, as made up
by the throttle body housing 20 and the socket plug 76, are not
tapered. However, the socket plug 76 may be designed with a
tapered wall similar to that of the tapered wall 68 in FI1G. 4, or
the tapered wall 68 may still be defined by the throttle body
housing 20 and the socket plug 76 is inserted adjacent to the
tapered wall 68 to define the vertical surface 74 extending
from the tapered wall 68. Similarly, the throttle body housing
20 may define a blind hole that does not extend past the
exterior surface 30 with the non-tapered geometry as shown
in FIG. 5.

Regarding FIGS. 6-9, the orientation, design, and actuation
of the shaft and blade component 22 are shown. FIG. 6 is a
side view of the throttle body housing 20 showing an elec-
tronic actuator 78 connected to the shaft and blade component
22. The shaft and blade component 22 has an actuation tab 80
connected to the second shaft section 50 opposite the blade
section 52 and generally perpendicular to the second shaft
section 50 (seen F1G. 8). In this figure, the electronic actuator
78 is shown as a linear actuator that is capable of moving the
actuation tab 80 back and forth to partially rotate the shaft and
blade component 22 within the throttle body housing 20 (as
shown by the arrows). The electronic actuator 78 is capable of
moving the actuation tab 80 and at least partially rotating the
shaft and blade component 22 along the pivotable axis 54
(shown in FIG. 3) from a first position to a second position to
modulate fluid flow through the interior passage 34.

In the preferred embodiment, the electronic actuator 78 is
linear, but other rotational, or non-linear actuators could be
used. Electronic actuators 78 may include, but are not limited
to, servo motors, stepper motors, DC motors, and the like.
Electronic actuators 78 are also considered to cover such
motion control devices such as hydraulic actuators, pneu-
matic pressure actuators, and any single component, or a
combination of component, that is capable of converting a
electronic signal into a motion which may rotate the shaft and
blade component 22 within the throttle body housing 20.

FIG. 7 shows a cross-section view of the throttle body
housing 20 and shaft and blade component 22 taken along line
7-7 from FIG. 2. This figure shows the shaft and blade com-
ponent 22 in the first position in which the fluid flow through
the interior passage 34 is blocked. In this figure, the cross-
section along the transverse axis 46 (shown in FIG. 3) can be
seen to have an inner diameter 82. The blade section 52 is also
shown in contact with the interior surface 32 such that an
angle a is created between the face of the blade section and
the cross-section taken along the transverse axis. In the pre-
ferred embodiment, o is an angle from 5° to 10°.

Regarding FIGS. 8 and 9 top and side views of the shaftand
blade component 22 are shown in their preferred embodi-
ment. The blade section 52 is shown disposed between the
first and second shaft sections 48,50. The blade section 52 is
generally ovate shaped with a small diameter 84 running
between the first and second shaft sections 48,50, and a large
diameter 86 running generally perpendicular to the small
diameter 84. The small diameter 84 of the blade section 52 is
substantially equal to or smaller than the interior diameter 82
of'the circular cross-section (see FIG. 7), and the large diam-
eter 86 of the blade section 52 is substantially equal to or
larger than the interior diameter 82 of the circular cross-
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section (see FIG. 7). These dimensions allow for the blade
section 52 to rotate within this interior passage 34 and contact
the interior surface 32 when in the first position. The actuation
tab 80 extends from the second shaft section 50, which
extends from the blade section 52, which in turn extends from
the first shaft section 48, as you view from left to right.

Regarding FIG. 10, a cross-sectional view of a throttle
body assembly cut through the pressure passage 36 is shown.
In this figure, the throttle body housing 22 defines a pressure
passage 36 passing through the throttle body housing 22 from
the interior surface 34 to the exterior surface 30, with an
electronic throttle controller (ETC) 88 attached to the throttle
body housing 22. In this embodiment, the ETC 88 has a
pressure sensor 90 in fluid communication with the interior
passage 34 through the pressure passage 36. The pressure
sensor 90 reads the pressure in the interior passage 34 down-
stream from the shaft and blade component 22 (shown in FIG.
7), processes the readings, and sends a signal to the electronic
actuator 78 (shown in FIG. 6) to partially rotate the shaft and
blade component 22. The signal may be sent through a wiring
harness 92 which is in electrical communication with the
electronic actuator 78. The signal may also be sent wirelessly.
In the preferred embodiment, a fuel injector (not shown) is
inserted in the integrally formed injector pocket 38, and the
ETC is programmed to modulate the fuel injector in coordi-
nation with the modulation of the blade section 52.

Regarding FIGS. 11 and 12, alternate embodiments are
shown in which tubular inserts 94, preferably made of metal
or composite material, are at least partially disposed within
the shaft socket 40 and the shaft through-hole 42, respec-
tively, before the shaft and blade component 22 is injection
molded into the throttle body housing 20. The throttle body
housing 20 may be injection molded around one, or both, of
the tubular inserts 94, or the tubular inserts 94 may be inserted
into one, or both, of the shaft socket 40 and shaft through-hole
42, or in any combination.

The tubular insert 94 in FIG. 12 may also be a socket plug
76 (as shown in FIG. 5). As well, FIG. 12 shows the shaft
socket 40 extending from the interior surface 32 to the exte-
rior surface 30, as with the socket plug 76 design, however,
the tubular insert 94 may also be disposed within a blind hole
in which the throttle body housing defines the vertical surface
74, or the tubular insert defines the vertical surface 74, and the
tubular inserts 94 may also include a taper.

Tubular inserts 94 are selected from materials that bond
well to the throttle body housing 20, especially when the
throttle body housing 20 is injection molded around the tubu-
lar inserts 94 and the throttle body housing 20 shrinks around
the tubular inserts 94 during cooling, but do not bond well
with the shaft and blade component 22. The tubular inserts 94
may also provide a smooth inner surface profile 58 of the shaft
socket 40 and inner diameter 62 of the shaft through-hole 42,
while also providing a surface that the shaft and blade com-
ponent 22 will not readily adhere to when the shaft and blade
component 22 is injection molded within.

In the preferred embodiment, which does not have the
tubular inserts 94, the throttle body housing 20 is made from
a first polymer, the shaft and pin component 22 is made from
a second polymer, and the first and second polymers do not
readily adhere to one another. It should be noted, however,
that some initial sticking of the two polymers may occur, and
this initial sticking may be broken when the shaft and blade
component 22 is partially rotated the first time. This initial
rotation causes a mechanical crack to occur between the first
polymer and the second polymer, allowing the shaft and blade
component 22 to thereafter rotate within the throttle body
housing 20. The two polymers not readily adhering to one
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another covers such scenarios in which the two polymers do
not allow any sticking, up to and including slight sticking, but
is not intended to cover such a scenario where the two poly-
mers fuse together and cannot be separated by a rotation of the
of the shaft and blade component 22.

In the preferred embodiment, the second polymer also has
a shrink rate substantially equal to or greater than the first
polymer to allow the second polymer to pull away from the
first polymer while cooling. Shrinkage is inherent in the injec-
tion molding process. Shrinkage occurs because the density
of polymer varies from the processing temperature to the
ambient temperature. The shrinkage of plastic parts can be as
much as 20 percent by volume, when measured at the pro-
cessing temperature and the ambient temperature.

The greater shrinkage rate of the second polymer allows
the second polymer to keep up with or pull away from the first
polymer during cooling. The first polymer of the throttle body
housing 20 will have a head start in cooling and shrinking
over the second polymer of the shaft and blade component 22,
since the throttle body housing 20 is injection molded first.
The second polymer shrink rate has to be at least substantially
equal to or greater than the first polymer once the second
polymer starts cooling. This time delay, due to the head start
of'the cooling of the first polymer, could actually allow for the
material property shrink rate of the second polymer to be less
than the first polymer, if the first polymer is given enough of
a head start to compensate. For example, if the first polymer
was completely cooled before the injection of the second
polymer, the shrink rate of the second polymer is irrelevant,
however, when the injection molding of the second polymer
happens only moments after the first polymer, the compara-
tive shrink rates of the two polymers needs to be considered.
In the end, the first polymer may not squeeze the second
polymer causing an interference fit to a point where the shaft
and blade component 22 will not rotate within the throttle
body housing 20.

In another embodiment, the throttle body housing 20 is
made from a first polymer, the shaft and pin component 22 is
made from a second polymer, and the second polymer has a
lower melting temperature than the first polymer.

Regarding FIG. 13 a block flow diagram of a method
detailing the preferred embodiment of manufacturing the
throttle body housing 20 with the blade and shaft 22 injected
molded in situ within is shown. The method begins with the
steps of providing a first mold 100, and injection molding a
throttle body housing within the first mold 102.

During step 102, the first mold (not shown) defines the
geometry of the throttle body housing 20 to have at least an
exterior surface 30, a substantially annular interior surface 32
defining an interior passage 34 with alongitudinal axis 44 and
a substantially circular cross-section transverse to the longi-
tudinal axis 44 with a circumference and an inner diameter
82. The first mold also defines the geometry of the throttle
body housing 20 to have a shaft socket 40 disposed along the
interior surface 32 at a point on the circumference of the
cross-section, and a shaft through-hole 42 disposed along the
interior surface 32 at a point on the circumference of the
cross-section opposite of the shaft socket 40.

The next steps in the method are to remove at least a portion
of'the first mold 104 and provide a second mold 106, such that
a portion of the second mold comprises a portion of the
geometry of the throttle body housing 20 previously injection
molded instep 102. In the preferred embodiment, the portions
of'the second mold comprised by the throttle body housing 20
comprise the interior surface 32, shaft socket 40, and shaft
through-hole 42. The throttle body housing 20 may be
removed completely from the first mold and physically
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moved to the second mold, or the throttle body housing 20
may remain substantially stationary as the portions of the first
mold retract away and the portions needed for the second
mold are advance into position, or any combination of the
two.

In one embodiment, the step of adding a releasing agent
into the second mold 108 before the step of injection molding
the unitary shaft and blade component in the second mold 110
is completed. The releasing agent reduces adhesion of the
unitary shaft and blade component 22 to the throttle body
housing 20. It should be noted, however, that this step may be
omitted from the method by controlling other parameters.

Next, a step of injection molding the unitary shaft and
blade component in the second mold 110 is completed. Dur-
ing step 110, the second mold defines the geometry of the
unitary shaft and blade component 22 to have a first shaft
section 48 at least partially disposed in the shaft socket 40, a
blade section 52 connected to the first shaft section 48 dis-
posed in the interior passage 34, and a second shaft section 50
connected to the blade section 52 opposite of the first shaft
section 48 at least partially disposed in the shaft through-hole
42.

In the preferred embodiment, during the step of injection
molding the unitary shaft and blade component in the second
mold 110, the second mold also defines the geometry of the
actuating tab 80 located on the end of the shaft and blade
component 22. The actuating tab 80 is disposed outside of the
throttle body housing 20, and the shaft and blade component
22 is a unitary piece injection molded within and outside of
the throttle body housing 20.

In one embodiment, during the step of injection molding
the throttle body housing in the first mold 102, a first plastic is
used, and during the step of injection molding the unitary
shaft and blade component in the second mold 110, a second
plastic is used, such that the second plastic does not readily
adhere to the first plastic reducing adhesion of the unitary
shaft and blade component 22 to the throttle body housing 20.

The final step in the method is to cool the unitary shaft and
blade component to shrink away from the throttle body hous-
ing 112. Step 110 mechanically entraps the shaft and blade
component 22 within the throttle body housing 20, and step
112 allows for the shaft and blade component 22 to obtain
some clearance between it and the throttle body housing 20
allowing it to at least partially rotate.

In another embodiment, during the step of injection mold-
ing the throttle body housing 102, the first mold defines the
geometry of the shaft socket 40 to have a tapered wall 68 that
tapers inward as the tapered wall extends away from the
interior surface 32. During the step of injection molding the
unitary shaft and blade component in the second mold 110,
the tapered wall 68 of the shaft socket 40 defines a tapered
segment 72 of the first shaft section 48. And it follows that,
during the step of cooling the unitary shaft and blade compo-
nent to cool and shrink away from the throttle body housing
112, the first shaft section 48 shrinks away from the shaft
socket 40 in both a longitudinal and transverse direction
providing additional clearance to aid in the ability of the
unitary shaft and blade component 22 to at least partially
rotate within the throttle body housing 20.

As well, during the step of injection molding the unitary
shaft and blade component in the second mold 110, the sec-
ond mold defines the geometry of the blade section 52 to have
an ovate shape with an initial large diameter, and after the step
of cooling the unitary shaft and blade component to cool and
shrink away from the throttle body housing 112, the blade
section 52 shrinks to an ovate shape with a final large diameter
86. The final large diameter 86 of the blade section 52 is such
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that when the portion of the blade section 52 on the final large
diameter 86 contacts the interior surface 32, the blade section
52 has a 5° to 10° angle a to the circular cross-section trans-
verse to the longitudinal axis.

Although several embodiments of the invention have been
disclosed, it will be apparent to persons skilled in the art that
modifications may be made without departing from the scope
of the invention. All such modifications and equivalents
thereof are intended to be defined by the following claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A throttle body assembly comprising:

athrottle body housing that is a single unitary piece having

an exterior surface and a generally annular interior sur-
face defining an interior passage with a longitudinal
axis, wherein the throttle body housing defines a shaft
through-hole passing through the throttle body housing
from the interior surface to the exterior surface having a
transverse axis generally perpendicular to the longitudi-
nal axis, and a shaft socket disposed along the interior
surface opposite the shaft through-hole and aligned
along the transverse axis; and

a single-molded shaft and blade component that is a single

unitary piece with an uninterrupted and continuous
external surface, the shaft and blade component made of
a single material and having a pivotable axis generally
coaxial with the transverse axis, the shaft and blade
component having a blade section disposed within the
interior passage, a first shaft section extending from the
blade section along the pivotable axis at least partially
disposed within the shaft socket, and a second shaft
section disconnected from the first shaft portion and
extending from the blade section along the pivotable
axis opposite the first shaft section, at least partially
disposed within the shaft through, wherein the blade
section has a generally constant thickness throughout,
including in a region of a blade section between the first
and second shaft sections, wherein the shaft and blade
component is injection molded in situ within the throttle
body housing to mechanically entrap the shaft and blade
component within the throttle body housing while
allowing the shaft and blade component to at least par-
tially rotate.

2. The throttle body assembly of claim 1 wherein the shaft
socket is a blind hole extending from the interior surface into
the throttle body housing without breaking through to the
exterior surface.

3. The throttle body assembly of claim 1 wherein the shaft
socket is a hole extending from the interior surface through to
the exterior surface, and the throttle body assembly further
comprising a socket plug at least partially inserted into the
shaft socket adjacent the exterior surface such that when
inserted provides a bottom of a blind hole.

4. The throttle body assembly of claim 1 wherein the first
shaft section has an outer surface profile, the shaft socket has
an inner surface profile, and the inner surface profile of the
shaft socket is larger than the outer surface profile of the first
shaft section allowing for the shaft and blade component to at
least partially rotate about the pivotable axis.

5. The throttle body assembly of claim 1 wherein the sec-
ond shaft section has a substantially constant outer diameter
extending along the length of the second shaft section, the
shaft through-hole has a substantially constant inner diameter
extending along the length of the shaft through-hole, and the
shaft through-hole inner diameter is larger than the second
shaft outer diameter allowing for the shaft and blade compo-
nent to at least partially rotate about the pivotable axis.
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6. The throttle body assembly of claim 1 wherein the inte-
rior surface has a generally circular cross-section along the
transverse axis between the shaft socket and the shaft
through-hole with an interior diameter, the blade section is
generally ovate shaped with a small diameter and a large
diameter, wherein the small diameter of the blade section is
substantially equal to or smaller than the interior diameter of
the circular cross-section, and the large diameter of the blade
section is substantially equal to or larger than the interior
diameter of the circular cross-section.

7. The throttle body assembly of claim 1 wherein the shaft
and blade component further comprise an actuation tab con-
nected to the second shaft section opposite of the blade sec-
tion and extending way from the second shaft section in a
generally perpendicular direction to the pivotable axis.

8. The throttle body assembly of claim 7 further compris-
ing an electronic actuator in contact with the actuation tab,
wherein the electronic actuator is capable of moving the
actuation tab and at least partially rotating the shaft and blade
component along the pivotable axis from a first position to a
second position to modulate fluid flow through the interior
passage.

9. The throttle body assembly of claim 1 wherein the
throttle body housing defines a pressure passage passing
through the throttle body housing from the interior surface to
the exterior surface, and the throttle body assembly further
comprises an electronic throttle controller attached to the
throttle body housing having a pressure sensor in fluid com-
munication with the interior passage through the pressure
passage.

10. The throttle body assembly of claim 1 wherein the
throttle body housing defines an integrally formed injector
pocket capable of receiving a fuel injector.

11. The throttle body assembly of claim 1 wherein the
throttle body housing is made from a first polymer, the shaft
and blade component is made from a second polymer, and the
first and second polymers do not readily adhere to one
another.

12. The throttle body assembly of claim 1 wherein the
throttle body housing is made from a first polymer, the shaft
and blade component is made from a second polymer, and the
second polymer has a lower melting temperature than the first
polymer.

13. The throttle body assembly of claim 1 wherein the
throttle body housing is made from a first polymer, the shaft
and blade component is made from a second polymer, and the
second polymer has a shrink rate substantially equal to or
greater than the first polymer to allow the second polymer to
pull away from the first polymer while cooling.

14. A throttle body assembly comprising:

a throttle body housing having a generally annular wall

defining an exterior region and an interior passage with
a radial aperture extending there through defined by an
aperture wall; and

a single-molded shaft and blade component that is a single

unitary piece with an uninterrupted and continuous
external surface, the shaft and blade component made of
a single material and injection molded in situ within the
throttle body housing to mechanically entrap the shaft
and blade component within the throttle body housing
such that the shaft and blade component is at least par-
tially disposed within the interior passage, the radial
aperture, and the exterior region, and yet the shaft and
blade component is at least partially rotatable in relation
to the throttle body housing, and wherein a shaft portion
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of the shaft and blade component is disposed within the
radial aperture and unengaged with the aperture wall.
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